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many at that time, but which was unfortunately too often taken for granted in a way which was not compatible with the real-political way of thinking.
II
My predecessor, Hollmann, used to read all the documents relating to his office personally, and he was consequently inundated with the material. I restricted myself to the preparation of the Navy Bill, and left the current business to my deputy. In Ems and St. Blasien, where the bronchitis which I had brought with me from the tropics was to be cured, I gathered round me the men whom I had chosen to work out the Navy Bill with me. The older parliamentary experience of von Capelle, his critical mind, his logical style, were a happy balance to my disposition, which was more given to working by intuition. He was less a fighter than a master of finance; together with Dahnhardt, who carried on urbane intercourse with the Reichstag deputies, he controlled the financial side of affairs, which, in view of the poor state of the revenue, was a tricky art in itself. While I generally went straight for the goal, von Capelle espied the difficulties and objections as well as the different ways of overcoming them; he was always the first to find the weak points to which our opponents could hitch on, but he was not perhaps so good with the imponderabilia. He was just as indispensable to me for the parliamentary side of the work as the fiery von Heeringen was for arousing the people; von